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INTRODUCTION 

 

This double issue of the Acta Palaeontologica Romaniae 

follows the 7th and last (to date) European Symposium of 

the International "Fossil Algae" Association (IFAA) 

organized by H.J. Gawlick, S. Missoni, F. Schlagintweit 

and B. Granier, and held September 9-11, 2013, in 

Schladming (Austria). As has been done for past 

meetings, the contents of this volume do not duplicate the 

agenda of the conferences and posters (Missoni & 

Gawlick, 2013) but comprise mostly supplementary 

material prepared on the occasion or partly presented 

elsewhere (e.g., Granier et al., 2009).  

Today, the demographic trend in our community paints 

an alarming picture: the number of paleophycologists is 

drastically decreasing. On the occasion of the 40th 

anniversary of the IFAA, this preface gives us the 

opportunity to draw a short testimony of its achievements 

to date in terms of communication and publication.  

 

A SUMMARY OF IFAA SYMPOSIA AND 

RELATED PUBLICATIONS 

 

The International "Fossil Algae" Association was born a 

few months before the First International Symposium on 

Fossil Algae held in 1975 at Erlangen (Germany); the 

abstract volume can be found jointly with more recent 

volumes on the website of the IFAA at 

http://deptsec.ku.edu/~ifaaku/. This first international 

symposium was followed by the publication of a book 

with selected chapters covering many aspects of 

paleophycology edited by the late Erik Flügel (1977). The 

following international symposia were subsequently held 

on a four-year basis: 

- 2nd (1979) in Paris (France). The same year, part of 

an issue of Bulletin des Centres de Recherche 

Exploration-Production Elf-Aquitaine was dedicated  

to the symposium (Deloffre & Poignant, 1979); 

- 3rd (1983) Golden (Colorado, United States of 

America). Two years later Toomey and Nitecki 

(1985) publish the second book with Springer Verlag; 

- 4th (1987) Cardiff (Wales, United Kingdom). The 

third book with Springer Verlag was issued four years 

later (Riding, 1991);  

- 5th (1991) Capri (Italy). A special volume of the 

Bollettino della Societa Paleontologica Italiana was 

released two years later (Barattolo et al., 1993); 

- 6th (1995) Ankara (Turkey); 

- 7th (1999) Nanjing (China). Four years later, a special 

issue of Acta Micropalaeontologica Sinica was 

released (Yuan & Mu, 2003); 

- 8th (2003) Granada (Spain). A special issue of the 

Revista Española de Micropaleontologia was 

published two years later (Aguirre & Braga, 2003); 

- 9th (2007) Zagreb (Croatia). Most pages of a double 

issue of Geologia Croatica were dedicated to algae 

(Grgasović et al., 2008); 

- 10th (2011) Cluj-Napoca (Romania). Two years later, 

a special issue of Facies, the journal founded by Erik 

Flügel in 1979, was published (Bucur & Fürsich, 

2013); 

- 11th is scheduled in 2015 at Okinawa (Japan). 

In addition to the International Symposia, Regional 

(European) Symposia commenced with a First Regional 

Symposium in 1989 at Granada (Spain). The following 

regional symposia were scheduled between two 

successive international ones, again on a four-year basis: 

- 2nd (1993) Munich (Germany) and field-excursion in 

Austria. A special issue of the Beiträge zur 

Paläontologie was published the next year (Piller, 

1994); 

- 3rd (1997) Cracow (Poland); 

- 4th (2001) Cluj-Napoca (Rumania), followed by 

publication of a book the following year (Bucur & 

Filipescu, 2002); 

- 5th (2005) Ferrara (Italy); 

- 6th (2009) Milano (Italy). Three years later, a 

dedicated volume was published in Geodiversitas 

(Basso & Granier, 2012). 

- 7th (2013) Schladming (Austria). 

 

OVERVIEW OF THE VOLUME CONTENT 

 

Most articles present details of various paleophycological 

assemblages, as well as their stratigraphic settings and 

paleoenvironments. For instance, Bucur et al. (2014 a,b) 

and Granier et al. (2014) describe rich assemblages from 

the Lower Cretaceous (and underlying Upper Jurassic) of 

Ukraine, Serbia and Switzerland. Some manuscripts 

focus more on systematics and introduce new taxa: 

Senowbari-Daryan (2014) describes two Late Triassic 

green algae, a diploporacean and a triploporellacean; 

Maksoud et al. (2014) revise an Early –“middle” 

Cretaceous triploporellacean green alga; Schlagintweit 
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and Wilmsen (2014) document problematic “middle” 

Cretaceous Dasycladalean green algae; Barattolo et al. 

(2014) introduce a new Late Cretaceous organo-species; 

Radoičić and Özgen-Erdem (2014) describe a new 

Eocene thyrsoporellacean green alga [we follow the 

systematic classification for the Dasycladales recently 

proposed by Granier et al., 2013]. These articles are 

illustrated with a total of about 45 figures of algal 

photomicrographs. These eight articles span eight 

countries in Europe (Spain, Switzerland, Serbia, Greece, 

Ukraine) and Asia (Turkey, Lebanon, Afghanistan) from 

west to east. Three quarters of them deal with Cretaceous 

algae; Jurassic algae are addressed in another two and 

Triassic and Eocene algae are described in one 

manuscript each. The green algae, mostly Dasycladales, 

represent the vast majority of the material published here, 

microbial structures and microproblematica are second on 

the list, then red algae and charophyta come in last.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

If the current release is dominated by green algae related 

papers, the previous volume following a European 

Symposium (Basso & Granier, 2012) was by red algae. 

Even if these are difficult times and if our community is 

decreasing, we should not be too pessimistic because this 

double issue of an Open Access journal demonstrates, if 

necessary, that the "survivors" duly entered the XXIst 

Century and quickly adopted the new media and 

communication technologies.  
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