Onorat auditoriu

Societatea Paleontologilor din Romania inregistreazd acum cel de al cincilea Simpozion National,
moment demn de retinut in activitatea sa, cu atit mai mult cu cit se suprapune sarbatoririi centenarului primei
catedre universitare de Paleontologie in cadrul Universitatii Bucuresti.

Acest moment aniversar si reuniunea stiintifica, capata o incarcatura emotionala cu atit mai mare cu cit
este prilejuitd de o ramura de stiintd in care cei mai multi ne desfaguram activitatea, ramura a stiintei care a
incercat Tn ultimul timp, istoriceste vorbind, sa dezlege cit mai multe din misterele vietii care a evoluat pe
Pamant, si e vorba aici de miliarde de ani.

Desigur este vorba despre Paleontologie, stiinta care n ierarhia prioritatilor lumii de azi nu mai ocupa
neaparat un loc de frunte. Dar nu trebuie sa fim pesimisti, pentru ca intr-o lume guvernata de pragmatism, de
interese marunte si superficialitate, o stiinta care solicitd cunostinte variate, dar mai ales temeinice, este o
stiinta grea. De aceea numai cei care pun pasiune si sunt dispusi la sacrificii reugsesc. Pasiunea insa nu
apare din nimic, ea se dezvoltd acolo unde se manifesta spiritul analitic, unde existd educatie, si este
avantajata de existenta unei traditii.

Si daca vorbim numai de traditie, noi ne putem mandri, si sper ca nu in sens epigonic, cu o pleiada de
fnaintemergatori, carora in aceste clipe solemne le aducem omagiul nostru pios. Pe esafodajul construit de:
Gr. Cobalcescu, Gr. Stefanescu, Sabba Stefanescu, |. Simionescu, N. Macarovici, 1.Z. Barbu, Emilia Saulea
s.a, ne sprijinim activitatea si incercam sa raspundem provocarilor lansate de comunitatea stiintifica
internationala. Si minima dovada in acest sens este aceasta reuniune stiintifica pentru care aducem prinosul
nostru de multumiri colegilor din Bucuresti, care cu eforturi deosebite au reusit in acest demers. Demonstram
in continuare ca Paleontologia exista si se va mentine peste timp.

Da’;i-mi voie sa inchei acest scurt cuvant de salut din partea Catedrei de Geologie-Paleontologie de la
Universitatea ieseana cu urarea de succese pentru cel de-al cincilea Simpozion National de Paleontologie,
multe realizari stiintifice membrilor Catedrei de Geologie si Paleontologie de la Universitatea Bucuresti si
multa sanatate tuturor participantilor.
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Honorable audience,

The Paleontologists Society in Romania registers now the Fifth National Symposium, an important
moment within its activity, especially since this event coincides with the centennial celebration of the first
Department of Paleontology within the University of Bucuresti.

This anniversary moment and the scientific reunion have an additional emotional load since it involves a
branch of science where most of us carry out our activity, and which tried recently, from the historical point of
view, to reveal as much as possible from Earth’s life mysteries spanning billions of years.

| am speaking of course about Paleontology, a science which, within the nowadays priorities, is not
necessarily a prominent one. But this must not be a motive for pesimism, since living in a pragmatic world,
engulfed by unimportant concerns and futility, makes a science that requires thorough and diverse
knowledge, both beautiful and difficult. This is the reason why only the passionate ones and those capable of
sacrifices succeed. However, the passion cannot emerge from nothingness, it needs analytical spirit,
education and it is favoured by tradition.

And if referring only to tradition, we are fortunate to pride ourself, not as minor successors | hope, on a
pleiad of predecessors to whom we pay our humble homage on these solemn moments. On the foundation
built by Gr. Cobalcescu, Gr. Stefanescu, Sabba Stefanescu, I. Simionescu, N. Macarovici, 1.Z. Barbu, Emilia
Saulea and others, we uphold our activity and try to answer the challenges raised by the international
scientific community. And the minimum proof is this reunion, for whose existence we are grateful to the
outstanding efforts of our colleagues from Bucuresti. Thus, we demonstrate that Paleontology still exists and
will continue to evolve in time.

Allow me to finish my brief salute from behalf of the Department of Geology-Paleontology from the
University of lasi, with wishes for success within the Fifth National Symposium on Paleontology, numerous
scientific achievements to the members of the Department of Geology and Paleontology and wellbeing to all
participants.
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